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Abstract: This article examines the construction of a sustainable urban cultural value system in 

Ho Chi Minh City in the context of deepening globalization and digital transformation. Drawing 

on the theoretical frameworks of cultural philosophy and development philosophy, the study 

analyzes the role of cultural values as an endogenous resource that shapes urban identity, 

strengthens social cohesion, and supports sustainable development. The research demonstrates 

that globalization and digital transformation simultaneously create opportunities for the adoption 

of progressive cultural values and generate significant value conflicts and crises of orientation in 

urban life. These challenges are manifested in the erosion of behavioral norms, the imbalance 

between economic growth and cultural–spiritual development, and the risk of diminishing urban 

cultural identity. Based on an analysis of the practical context of Ho Chi Minh City, the article 

proposes a systematic set of solutions to consolidate a sustainable urban cultural value system, 

including the redefinition and institutionalization of core values, the integration of culture into 

development strategies, cultural education for younger generations, the application of digital 

technologies in cultural preservation and promotion, and the establishment of a multi-actor 

model of cultural governance. The study contributes to both theoretical and practical discussions 

on sustainable urban development in the era of globalization and digitalization. 
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Introduction 

In a rapidly integrating and continuously transforming 

world, culture has increasingly emerged as a central pillar of 

sustainable urban development. Beyond its role as a spiritual 

foundation, culture functions as an endogenous resource that drives 

innovation, enhances quality of life, and constructs the distinctive 

identity of cities. Consequently, the study and construction of 

sustainable urban cultural value systems have become an urgent 

requirement, particularly for large cities undergoing profound 

structural transformations. Ho Chi Minh City, as Vietnam’s most 

dynamic economic and cultural center, possesses all the 

characteristics of a valuable case study. Cultural diversity, social 

dynamism, and rapid economic growth have created a vibrant 

urban environment with significant developmental potential. At the 

same time, the city faces serious challenges arising from 

globalization and digital transformation. Globalization offers 

access to advanced cultural values and new forms of knowledge, 

yet it also poses risks of cultural homogenization and the erosion of 

traditional cultural identity. Digital transformation, driven by the 

rapid expansion of information technologies, generates new 

cultural spaces and modes of interaction while simultaneously 

raising concerns regarding heritage preservation, information 

governance, and privacy protection. 

In this context, constructing a new and sustainable urban 

cultural value system for Ho Chi Minh City is of critical 

importance. Such a system must inherit and promote positive 

traditional cultural values while selectively integrating progressive 

global values in ways that correspond to the city’s specific 

characteristics and developmental requirements. Moreover, it must 

remain adaptive to transformations in the digital era, fostering a 

healthy and creative cultural environment that enhances residents’ 

quality of life and supports the vision of Ho Chi Minh City as a 

modern, civilized, and humane metropolis. 

Research Objectives, Scope, and Methodology 

 Research Objectives 

The study aims to analyze the role and significance of 

urban cultural value systems in sustainable urban development, 

with particular emphasis on Ho Chi Minh City. It seeks to clarify 

the dual impacts of globalization and digital transformation on 

traditional urban cultural values and the formation of new value 

orientations. 

Research Object and Scope 

The research focuses on urban cultural value systems, the 

influencing factors of globalization and digital transformation, and 

proposed solutions for their development in Ho Chi Minh City. 

The scope of the study is limited to the city within the broader 

context of accelerating global integration and digitalization. 

Research Methodology 

The study employs conceptual analysis and theoretical 

systematization of key notions related to culture, values, 
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sustainable urban development, globalization, and digital 

transformation. In addition, document analysis is conducted using 

policy texts, academic publications, scientific reports, and books 

addressing culture, urban development, globalization, and 

digitalization. 

Theoretical Foundations 

Core Concepts from Cultural Philosophy 

From the perspective of cultural philosophy, cultural values 

are not fixed entities but socially constructed processes shaped by 

historical and contextual conditions. Cultural values may be 

spiritual, material, instrumental, or intrinsic, and may be universal 

or context-specific. In urban contexts, these values interact 

dynamically to form distinctive cultural identities. 

Cultural identity is understood as the synthesis of 

characteristics that distinguish one city from another. Under 

globalization, preserving urban cultural identity requires a delicate 

balance between openness to external influences and the protection 

of core cultural elements. Community also plays a fundamental 

role, as urban culture is sustained through social interaction, shared 

practices, and collective memory. In the digital era, the concepts of 

―community‖ and ―public space‖ must be redefined to include both 

physical and virtual dimensions. 

Development Philosophy and Cultural Sustainability 

Development philosophy provides a critical lens for 

examining the balance among the three pillars of sustainable 

development: economic growth, social equity, and environmental 

protection. A sustainable urban cultural value system must align 

with these pillars by promoting creativity, social cohesion, and 

ecological awareness. 

Digital culture represents a new domain of cultural 

sustainability. While digital technologies reshape modes of 

expression, interaction, and dissemination, they also introduce 

challenges such as information overload and digital alienation. 

Addressing these challenges is essential for the long-term 

sustainability of urban culture. 

The Impact of Globalization on Urban Cultural Values in Ho 

Chi Minh City 

Globalization has profoundly reshaped the urban cultural 

value system of Ho Chi Minh City in complex and 

multidimensional ways, involving processes of reception, 

transformation, and conflict. 

First, globalization has facilitated the reception and 

integration of external cultural values. As a major center of 

economic activity and international exchange, Ho Chi Minh City 

has actively absorbed values related to economic efficiency, labor 

productivity, entrepreneurship, and professional ethics, thereby 

enhancing its dynamism and competitiveness. Global trends in 

fashion, music, cinema, and cuisine have enriched cultural life, 

while values such as human rights, gender equality, transparency, 

and freedom of expression have gained broader social recognition. 

Second, globalization has generated processes of cultural 

hybridization rather than simple imitation. Urban architecture 

reflects the blending of European styles with local elements, 

producing distinctive forms such as Indochinese architecture. 

Culinary practices, language use, and everyday lifestyles similarly 

exhibit hybrid characteristics, combining global influences with 

local traditions. 

Third, globalization has produced cultural conflicts and 

challenges. Tensions arise between individualism and collectivist 

values, consumerism and spiritual depth, and global cultural 

dominance and local identity preservation. These conflicts 

highlight the need for strategic cultural orientations that maximize 

the benefits of globalization while mitigating its adverse effects. 

Challenges to Urban Cultural Values from Cultural and 

Developmental Philosophical Perspectives 

From a cultural-philosophical perspective, Ho Chi Minh 

City faces increasing conflicts within its urban value system. 

Traditional values of solidarity, compassion, and tolerance - once 

central to the city’s cultural identity—are challenged by pragmatic 

and material-oriented lifestyles. This shift is reflected in declining 

standards of public behavior, weakened community bonds, and 

manifestations of social indifference. 

Development philosophy interprets these phenomena as 

consequences of imbalance between economic growth and 

cultural–social development. While Ho Chi Minh City has 

achieved rapid economic expansion, cultural and social 

development has not progressed at the same pace. Urban success is 

often measured primarily through economic indicators, 

marginalizing cultural, environmental, and humanistic 

considerations. This imbalance results in a form of ―developmental 

alienation,‖ in which material affluence coexists with spiritual 

impoverishment. Moreover, the rapid pace of social change has 

generated a crisis of value orientation. Traditional norms are losing 

their guiding function, while new norms remain underdeveloped. 

Younger generations, in particular, are exposed to hybrid value 

systems shaped by digital culture and consumerism, often lacking 

deep connections to traditional values. Consequently, the city’s 

identity as ―dynamic, humane, creative, and open‖ risks becoming 

symbolic rather than lived reality. 

Policy and Philosophical Solutions for a Sustainable Urban 

Cultural Value System 

From the perspectives of cultural philosophy and 

development philosophy, solutions must aim not merely to address 

isolated phenomena but to restructure the foundational value 

system of urban life. 

First, the core values of Ho Chi Minh City—such as 

solidarity, dynamism, creativity, and openness—should be 

redefined and institutionalized as normative principles of urban 

behavior. Cultural philosophy emphasizes that values achieve 

sustainability only when they are socially internalized and formally 

embedded in governance frameworks. 

Second, cultural development must be positioned on an 

equal footing with economic development. Investment in cultural 

infrastructure, public cultural spaces, heritage conservation, and 

creative industries should be regarded as strategic investments that 

enhance long-term urban resilience and quality of life. 

Third, cultural education for younger generations should be 

strengthened. Education should foster cultural self-awareness, 

pride in urban identity, and the capacity to selectively engage with 

global values. Schools, civic education programs, and youth 

movements play a crucial role in ensuring intergenerational 

cultural continuity. 
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Fourth, digital technologies should be strategically applied 

to preserve and promote urban culture. Digital databases, virtual 

exhibitions, and online cultural platforms can expand access and 

participation, while ethical governance mechanisms must address 

issues of digital inequality and information integrity. 

Fifth, a multi-centered model of cultural governance 

should be developed, involving collaboration among government, 

communities, and businesses. The state provides policy direction, 

communities serve as both creators and custodians of culture, and 

businesses contribute through social responsibility and cultural 

investment. This synergy generates collective momentum for 

embedding cultural values in everyday urban life. 

Conclusion 

Constructing a sustainable urban cultural value system in 

Ho Chi Minh City is not merely a response to current challenges 

but a strategic task grounded in cultural philosophy and 

development philosophy. In the context of globalization and digital 

transformation, culture must be recognized as the normative 

foundation and driving force of sustainable urban development. 

Only by integrating cultural values with economic, social, and 

technological strategies can cities achieve balanced, humane, and 

resilient growth. The case of Ho Chi Minh City offers valuable 

insights for other rapidly transforming cities seeking to reconcile 

development, identity, and sustainability in an increasingly 

interconnected world. 

References 

1. Ho Chi Minh City Department of Culture and Sports. 

(2023). Ho Chi Minh City’s application dossier to the 

UNESCO Creative Cities Network. UNESCO. 

https://en.unesco.org/creative-cities/ 

2. Mai Uoc, T. (2023). Ho Chi Minh’s thought on political 

culture and problems for political culture in Vietnam 

today. Revista Brasileira de Direito, 19(1), e4919. 

https://doi.org/10.18256/2238-0604.2023.v19i1.4919 

3. National Assembly. (2023). Resolution No. 

98/2023/QH15 on piloting specific mechanisms and 

policies for the development of Ho Chi Minh City. 

Government Gazette (Electronic). 

https://congbao.chinhphu.vn/noi-dung-van-ban-so-98-

2023-qh15-39889. Quốc hội. (2023). Nghị quyết số 

98/2023/QH15 về thí điểm một số cơ chế, chính sách đặc 

thù phát triển Thành phố Hồ Chí Minh. Công báo điện tử 

Chính phủ. 

https://congbao.chinhphu.vn/noi-dung-van-ban-so-98-

2023-qh15-39889 

4. National Assembly. (2024). Resolution No. 

162/2024/QH15 approving the investment policy for the 

National Target Program on Cultural Development for 

the period 2025–2035. Government Portal of Vietnam. 

Quốc hội. (2024). Nghị quyết số 162/2024/QH15 phê 

duyệt chủ trương đầu tư Chương trình mục tiêu quốc gia 

về phát triển văn hóa giai đoạn 2025–2035. Cổng Thông 

tin điện tử Chính phủ. 

https://chinhphu.vn/?classid=1&docid=211926&orggrou

pid=1&pageid=27160 

5. Tan, L., & Nguyen, V. (2020). Urban sustainability and 

culture: A study of Southeast Asian megacities. Journal 

of Urban Affairs, 42(5), 789–805. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sciencedirect.com 

6. Prime Minister of Vietnam. (2020). Decision No. 

749/QĐ-TTg approving the National Digital 

Transformation Program to 2025, with orientations 

toward 2030. Government Portal of Vietnam. Thủ tướng 

Chính phủ. (2020). Quyết định số 749/QĐ-TTg phê duyệt 

Chương trình Chuyển đổi số quốc gia đến năm 2025, 

định hướng đến năm 2030. Cổng Thông tin điện tử 

Chính phủ. 

https://chinhphu.vn/default.aspx?docid=200163&pageid

=27160 

7. Prime Minister of Vietnam. (2024). Decision No. 

1711/QĐ-TTg approving the Master Plan for Ho Chi 

Minh City for the period 2021–2030, with a vision to 

2050. Government Legal Documents Portal. Thủ tướng 

Chính phủ. (2024). Quyết định số 1711/QĐ-TTg phê 

duyệt Quy hoạch Thành phố Hồ Chí Minh thời kỳ 2021–

2030, tầm nhìn đến năm 2050. Văn bản Chính phủ. 

https://vanban.chinhphu.vn/?classid=2&docid=212234&

pageid=27160 

8. Tran, M. U. (2024). The quality and capacity 

requirements of today’s Vietnamese in the face of the 

impact of the Fourth Industrial Revolution. Interaction 

and Perspective, 14(1), 76–87. 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8319553 

9. Tran, M. U. (2022). The COVID-19 pandemic and the 

lesson to promote the power of unity in Vietnam. Synesis, 

14(1), 356–372. 

https://seer.ucp.br/seer/index.php/synesis/article/view/23

22/3348 

10. Tran, M. U. (2023). Transforming educational methods 

of political theory before the impact of ChatGPT in 

Vietnam today. Conhecimento & Diversidade, 15(38), 1–

11. 

https://revistas.unilasalle.edu.br/index.php/conhecimento

_diversidade/article/view/11023 

11. Tran, M. U. (2011). Ho Chi Minh City and the 

development of urban culture in the current period. 

Journal of Science and Technology, 171–175. 

(Original article in Vietnamese.)  

12. UNESCO. (2011). Recommendation on the historic 

urban landscape. UNESCO World Heritage Centre. 

https://whc.unesco.org/document/135559 

13. UNESCO. (2016). Culture: Urban future—Global report 

on culture for sustainable urban development. UNESCO 

Digital Library. 

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000246291 

14. UNESCO. (2019). Culture|2030 indicators. UNESCO 

Digital Library. 

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000371562 

15. UN-Habitat. (2016). New Urban Agenda. 

https://unhabitat.org/about-us/new-urban-agenda 

16. UN-Habitat. (2024). Reporting on the implementation of 

the New Urban Agenda: Reporting guidelines. 

https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2024/05/nua_repor

ting_guidlines.pdf 

17. UNCTAD. (2024). Creative economy outlook 2024. 

https://unctad.org/system/files/official-

document/ditctsce2024d2_en.pdf 

18. Ho Chi Minh City People’s Committee. (2025). Approval 

of the Master Plan for Ho Chi Minh City for the period 

2021–2030, with a vision to 2050 (implementation 

overview). Ho Chi Minh City Government Portal. Ủy 

https://en.unesco.org/creative-cities/
https://doi.org/10.18256/2238-0604.2023.v19i1.4919
https://congbao.chinhphu.vn/noi-dung-van-ban-so-98-2023-qh15-39889?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://congbao.chinhphu.vn/noi-dung-van-ban-so-98-2023-qh15-39889?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://congbao.chinhphu.vn/noi-dung-van-ban-so-98-2023-qh15-39889?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://congbao.chinhphu.vn/noi-dung-van-ban-so-98-2023-qh15-39889?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://chinhphu.vn/?classid=1&docid=211926&orggroupid=1&pageid=27160&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://chinhphu.vn/?classid=1&docid=211926&orggroupid=1&pageid=27160&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sciencedirect.com
https://chinhphu.vn/default.aspx?docid=200163&pageid=27160&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://chinhphu.vn/default.aspx?docid=200163&pageid=27160&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://vanban.chinhphu.vn/?classid=2&docid=212234&pageid=27160&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://vanban.chinhphu.vn/?classid=2&docid=212234&pageid=27160&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8319553
https://seer.ucp.br/seer/index.php/synesis/article/view/2322/3348
https://seer.ucp.br/seer/index.php/synesis/article/view/2322/3348
https://revistas.unilasalle.edu.br/index.php/conhecimento_diversidade/article/view/11023
https://revistas.unilasalle.edu.br/index.php/conhecimento_diversidade/article/view/11023
https://whc.unesco.org/document/135559?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000246291
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000371562
https://unhabitat.org/about-us/new-urban-agenda?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2024/05/nua_reporting_guidlines.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2024/05/nua_reporting_guidlines.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ditctsce2024d2_en.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ditctsce2024d2_en.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com


IRASS Journal of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Vol-3, Iss-1 (January-2026): 13-16 

Vol-3, Iss-1 (January-2026) 

16 

19. ban nhân dân Thành phố Hồ Chí Minh. (2025). Phê 

duyệt Quy hoạch Thành phố Hồ Chí Minh thời kỳ 2021–

2030, tầm nhìn đến năm 2050 (tin/bài tổng hợp triển 

khai). Cổng Thông tin điện tử TP. Hồ Chí Minh. 

https://hochiminhcity.gov.vn/vi/w/ph%C3%AA-

duy%E1%BB%87t-quy-ho%E1%BA%A1ch-

th%C3%A0nh-ph%E1%BB%91-h%E1%BB%93-

ch%C3%AD-minh-th%E1%BB%9Di-k%E1%BB%B3-

2021-2030-t%E1%BA%A7m-nh%C3%ACn-

%C4%91%E1%BA%BFn-n%C4%83m-2050  

20. Uoc, T. M. (2025). Ho Chi Minh’s thoughts on self-study 

with building a learning society in the context of digital 

transformation in Vietnam today. Revista Educaonline, 

19(1), 31–47. 

https://revistaeducaonline.eba.ufrj.br/edi%C3%A7%C3

%A3o-atual/ho-chi-minhs-thoughts-on-self-study-with-

building-a-learning-society-in-th 

21. World Cities Culture Forum. (2025). World cities culture 

report (5th ed.). 

https://worldcitiescultureforum.com/wp-

content/uploads/2025/10/WCCF-Report-5th-Edition-

Digital-PDF.pdf  

 

 

 

https://hochiminhcity.gov.vn/vi/w/ph%C3%AA-duy%E1%BB%87t-quy-ho%E1%BA%A1ch-th%C3%A0nh-ph%E1%BB%91-h%E1%BB%93-ch%C3%AD-minh-th%E1%BB%9Di-k%E1%BB%B3-2021-2030-t%E1%BA%A7m-nh%C3%ACn-%C4%91%E1%BA%BFn-n%C4%83m-2050?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://hochiminhcity.gov.vn/vi/w/ph%C3%AA-duy%E1%BB%87t-quy-ho%E1%BA%A1ch-th%C3%A0nh-ph%E1%BB%91-h%E1%BB%93-ch%C3%AD-minh-th%E1%BB%9Di-k%E1%BB%B3-2021-2030-t%E1%BA%A7m-nh%C3%ACn-%C4%91%E1%BA%BFn-n%C4%83m-2050?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://hochiminhcity.gov.vn/vi/w/ph%C3%AA-duy%E1%BB%87t-quy-ho%E1%BA%A1ch-th%C3%A0nh-ph%E1%BB%91-h%E1%BB%93-ch%C3%AD-minh-th%E1%BB%9Di-k%E1%BB%B3-2021-2030-t%E1%BA%A7m-nh%C3%ACn-%C4%91%E1%BA%BFn-n%C4%83m-2050?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://hochiminhcity.gov.vn/vi/w/ph%C3%AA-duy%E1%BB%87t-quy-ho%E1%BA%A1ch-th%C3%A0nh-ph%E1%BB%91-h%E1%BB%93-ch%C3%AD-minh-th%E1%BB%9Di-k%E1%BB%B3-2021-2030-t%E1%BA%A7m-nh%C3%ACn-%C4%91%E1%BA%BFn-n%C4%83m-2050?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://hochiminhcity.gov.vn/vi/w/ph%C3%AA-duy%E1%BB%87t-quy-ho%E1%BA%A1ch-th%C3%A0nh-ph%E1%BB%91-h%E1%BB%93-ch%C3%AD-minh-th%E1%BB%9Di-k%E1%BB%B3-2021-2030-t%E1%BA%A7m-nh%C3%ACn-%C4%91%E1%BA%BFn-n%C4%83m-2050?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://hochiminhcity.gov.vn/vi/w/ph%C3%AA-duy%E1%BB%87t-quy-ho%E1%BA%A1ch-th%C3%A0nh-ph%E1%BB%91-h%E1%BB%93-ch%C3%AD-minh-th%E1%BB%9Di-k%E1%BB%B3-2021-2030-t%E1%BA%A7m-nh%C3%ACn-%C4%91%E1%BA%BFn-n%C4%83m-2050?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://revistaeducaonline.eba.ufrj.br/edi%C3%A7%C3%A3o-atual/ho-chi-minhs-thoughts-on-self-study-with-building-a-learning-society-in-th
https://revistaeducaonline.eba.ufrj.br/edi%C3%A7%C3%A3o-atual/ho-chi-minhs-thoughts-on-self-study-with-building-a-learning-society-in-th
https://revistaeducaonline.eba.ufrj.br/edi%C3%A7%C3%A3o-atual/ho-chi-minhs-thoughts-on-self-study-with-building-a-learning-society-in-th
https://worldcitiescultureforum.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/WCCF-Report-5th-Edition-Digital-PDF.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://worldcitiescultureforum.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/WCCF-Report-5th-Edition-Digital-PDF.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://worldcitiescultureforum.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/WCCF-Report-5th-Edition-Digital-PDF.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com

